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Figure 1.  Schematic topographic map, upper Pisqui and Aguaytia Rivers
1Published by Digital Commons @ Trinity, 2007
Tipití (2007) 5(2):122–136    © 2007  SALSA   123
ISSN 1545-4703                    Printed in USA  
Shipibo Hunting And The Overkill 
Hypothesis
WARREN M. HERN











found	 themselves	 in	a	more	or	 less	undisturbed	and	sometimes	pristine	
natural	 environment	 brimming	 with	 wildlife	 unaccustomed	 to	 human	
presence.	










	 A	major	 focus	of	 the	 trip	was	 to	reach	“Tashi	Manãn”	(hill	of	 salt),	
where	the	ancient	Shipibo	obtained	all	their	salt	supplies	prior	to	European	
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          Figure 3. The village of Nuevo Eden with Mananshua Manãn in the distance. 
Village location: 8° 25’ 57.80” S, 75° 43’ 43.2”W c 260 m
Figure 2.   Grinding salt from Tashi Manãn
contact.			The	Shipibo	informed	
me	 that	 their	 ancestors	 had	
managed	 a	 brisk	 trade	 in	
salt,	 stones	 (unavailable	 on	










Eden	 is	 located	 about	 twenty	
kilometers	 from	 the	 base	 of	 a	
spectacular	 mountain	 range,	
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the	summit	of	the	highest	peak	visible	 from	Nuevo	Eden,	“Mananshua	
Manãn”	 (Turtle	 Mountain)	 is	 1,434	 meters,	 whereas	 the	 elevation	 of	
Nuevo	Eden	is	about	260	meters	above	sea	level.	
Figure 4.  Poling up the Pisqui in a dugout canoe
				 According	 to	 the	 Shipibo,	 the	 area	 west	 of	Mananshua	Manãn	 is	
unexplored—it	is	just	too	dangerous	to	go	there.		We	started	up	the	Pisqui	









               Figure 5. Tomás and Bernaldo pushing a canoe and gear through rapids 
 on the upper Pisqui
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up	the	rapids	over	the	stones.		The	water	was	on	average	about	one	to	two	
meters	deep	below	the	rapids,	clear,	and	with	a	very	fast	current.	
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	 Just	 before	 reaching	 our	 last	 upper	 Pisqui	 campsite	 at	 the	 crossing	
point,	I	faced	a	possible	mutiny	when	I	discovered	that	the	crew	had	shot	
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        Figure 8. Headwaters of Pisqui at the 
crossing to Huiãn Caibima
than	monkey	meat.		




at	 the	 Peruvian	Geographic	 Survey	 offices	 in	 Lima.	 	According	 to	my	
information,	the	maps	had	been	generated	by	the	United	States	military	
















we	 could	 find	 near	 our	 latest	
camp,	we	could	look	down	on	the	




were	only	 two	possible	 routes	 I	
could	envision.		The	first	was	the	





valley.	 	 Or,	 there	 was	 a	 second	
new	route	that	I	proposed.			
	 On	 the	 map,	 I	 showed	
Benjamin,	 my	 crew	 leader	 and	
Bernaldo’s	 older	 brother,	 the	
other	 possibility.	 	 We	 would	
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	 After	 about	 a	 kilometer	 of	 hiking	 through	 the	 forest	 and	 up	 a	 low	
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Figure 9.  My crew on the day of discovery of Huiãn Caibima
Figure 10.  Poling up rapids on Pisqui, second expedition (1992)
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	 About	 two	 kilometers	 above	
our	 camp,	 we	 came	 to	 a	 series	
of	 extremely	 difficult	 passages	
involving	large	boulders,	waterfalls,	
and	 deep	 pools.	 	The	 river	made	








Although	 I	 had	 brought	 wire	
leader,	 I	 found	 myself	 struggling	
to	haul	in	large	trout	(fifty	to	sixty	
centimeters)	with	large,	sharp	teeth.	
Some	 of	 them	 bit	 right	 through	
the	steel	leader.			There	were	large	
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Figure 12.  
Crew captain Benjamin 
with his catch
Figure 13.  
Large catfish caught 
from upper Pisqui
11
Shipibo Hunting And The Overkill Hypothesis
Published by Digital Commons @ Trinity, 2007
                             Shipibo Hunting and the Overkill Hypothesis         133
raining	hard	 by	 the	 time	we	 got	 below	 the	first	 big	 rock	 fall	 and	 bend	
in	the	creek	above	our	base	camp.		We	walked	fast	in	the	middle	of	the	



















water.	 	 	When	 they	 returned	
to	 the	 camp,	 they	 said	 it	 was	
impossible	to	go	further.			The	
south	bank,	on	which	we	were	




in	 rotating	 shifts	 to	 watch	
for	 jaguars	 coming	 into	 the	
camp	since	we	could	not	hear	
anything	 over	 the	 roar	 of	 the	
water.		
	 It	 was	 cloudy	 when	 we	
got	 up	 the	 next	morning	 and	
started	 fixing	 breakfast.	 	 I	
watched	 the	 skies	 get	 darker	
and	 darker.	 	 I	 told	 Benjamin	
that	we	must	break	camp	and	
get	 downstream	 as	 soon	 as	
possible,	 and	 we	 did.	 	 It	 was	
Figure 14.  Author with a good catch for the 
afternoon on upper Huiãn Caibima
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frequently	 included	 men	 returning	 from	 hunting	 or	 fishing	 trips	 with	












and	 use.	 	 It	 was	 a	 place	 that	 was	 extremely	 hazardous	 and	 essentially	
uninhabitable,	due	to	constant	rain	most	of	the	year,	flashfloods,	little	to	
no	cultivable	land,	and	little	to	no	terrain	suitable	for	occupancy.		These	
observations	 were	 confirmed	 by	 the	 Rapid	 Biological	 Inventory	 Study	
(2001)	conducted	by	several	 research	 institutions	 in	preparation	 for	and	
Figure 15.  Upper Pisqui, main channel, August dry season
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area	 of	 the	 Pisqui	 River	 headwaters	 appear	 to	 support	 the	 hypothesis,	
proposed	 by	 Martin	 and	 others	 (e.g.,	 Steadman	 et	 al.	 2005),	 that	
indigenous	peoples,	as	they	entered	the	North	American	continent,	rapidly	
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